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The Summer Youth Corps, a pro-
gram run by Foundations
Community Partnership (FCP), pro-
vides paid internships in human
services for college students in the
Bucks County area.
Inters are grouped with nonprofit

human service organizations and
participate in a 10-week, 400-hour
“service learning” program. The
internship offers three college cred-
its through Bucks County
Community College. Credits may
also be available through various
colleges or universities.
Ron Bernstein, executive director

of Foundations Community
Partnership, said, “We wanted to
create a dynamic program to give
Bucks County students the opportu-
nity to gain some very practical
experience in the summer. The kids
spend 32 hours a week on site with
a host agency, and they spend eight
hours a week with us (FCP) in edu-
cational workshops doing didactic
training and some independent
research. We also hire a graduate
intern who goes out and visits the
kids every week at their sites to
make sure things are going well and
that they are having a really focused
experience.”
This is the third year that the

Summer Youth Corps has taken
place. The program has increased
from 10 student interns three years
ago to 14 this year. Not only are the
interns presented with a unique
opportunity but, “The nonprofit
agencies love having these wonder-

fully bright kids around to help get
things done,” noted Bernstein.
Some interns work with young

kids directly, while other students
work in offices.
“Being a human service organiza-

tion, you would expect many stu-
dents to be psychology students or
social work students, but they’re
not,” said Dan Weldon, senior con-
sultant for Program and Educational
Services.
The Summer Youth Corps works

with students from many different
majors. “All of the agencies that we
work with provide students with
human services of some kind to
children, youth and families, with a
focus on special needs kids,” said
Weldon.
In order for students to get

involved in the program, they have
to go through a selective process.
FCP gives one scholarship to every
public high school in Bucks County
to see if the students are interested.
FCP also receives recommenda-

tions and referrals from organiza-
tions or schools that the students
have been involved with.
“We get a pretty good feel for

who we think are great kids. Then
we try to facilitate a matching
process with a host agency that we
feel would be a good fit for them,”
said Bernstein.
The interns also go through a very

thorough background check to
ensure that they have the proper cre-
dentials they need when working
with an agency.
There’s a 40-hour orientation

where the interns gain all the cre-
dentials that they need before they
even begin at their site. All partici-
pants must submit two journal
entries a week during a self-evalua-
tion period along with a paper and
presentation that they are required
to give at the conclusion of the pro-
gram to representatives of their aca-
demic institutions, host agencies
and family members.
Gabe Hurtado, a student at

Muhlenberg, works with Pearl S.
Buck International. He usually
helps with the adoption service they
provide and event planning respon-
sibilities.
When asked about the influence

that this program has had on him, he
said, “I know a lot of my friends are
looking for jobs and things like that.

To have FCP sponsor us, put us in
these internships, and also offer col-
lege credit is kind of remarkable.
We’re pretty lucky.”
Kelsey Detweiler, a Penn State

University journalism major, works
with the Network of Victim
Assistance (NOVA). Detweiler said
that she is involved by working
under the Director of Development
to help further NOVA in a different
way by doing things like network-
ing and advertising.
“The college credit is a huge deal.

If I wasn’t doing this, I’d probably
be sitting at home doing nothing,”
she said. “Going into an office,
making relationships and connec-
tions is great. It’s in Bucks County
too, so it’s really nice to have some-
thing to do.”

Youth Corps program offers opportunity for students

From left, Ron Bernstein, executive director of Foundations
Community Partnership, Kelsey Detweiler and Gabe Hurtado. Gabe Hurtado works with the Pearl S. Buck International.

Author Cyn Balog of
Quakertown is celebrating the
release of her second book for
young adults, “Sleepless,” being
published by Delacorte Press, a
division of Random House. 
“Sleepless” is the story of a

Sandman who falls in love with a
mortal girl whose sleep he con-
trols.
Balog’s first novel, “Fairy Tale,”

about a girl who discovers her
boyfriend is a fairy, was a 2009
finalist for the RITA award from

Romance Writers of America, cele-
brating the best in romantic fiction.  
Cyn also has two more young

adult paranormal novels under
contract with Delacorte, which will
be released in 2011 and 2012.
Visit cynbalog.com. 

Quakertown author releases 
second young adults book

Hundreds flocked to the Parry
Mansion May 29 for Colonial
presentations of the New Hope-
Solebury High School’s
Advanced Placement students.
The event featured a celebra-

tion of New Hope’s “father,”
Benjamin Parry, and the 200th
anniversary of his patented inven-
tion of a grain preservation
machine.
Under the guidance of teacher

Jon Gonsiewski, the students

completed research on Colonial
food preparation, artillery and
tools. Historical society member
Connie Unangst and Kimberly
Costa exhibited authentic
Colonial clothing. Tours of the
Parry Mansion and videos of New
Hope’s history were presented
throughout the afternoon and a
walking tour of Historic New
Hope completed the day’s festivi-
ties.
New Hope History Day was

sponsored by Mancuso Show
Management. “This was probably
the best attended History Day in
our seven years of presenting it,”
noted New Hope Historical
Society President Edwin Hild.
“We are very much encouraged
by the interest that was shown in
the event this year.”
For information about the Parry

Mansion tours or historic walking
tours, contact the historical socie-
ty at 215-862-5652.

As part of his effort to make state
services readily accessible to the
people of the 24th Senatorial
District, 
State Sen. Bob Mensch has set

up six part-time satellite offices
across the four-county area in the
24th District that he represents.
The offices and their hours are as

follows:
Bucks County
Borough of Riegelsville, 10 a.m.

to noon on the third Tuesday of
every month at the borough office,
615 Easton Road.
Durham Township, 11:30 a.m. to

1 p.m. on the second Wednesday of
every other month at the Durham

Township Office, 215 Old Furnace
Road. Call 215-529-1215 for
schedule information.  Office hours
are held jointly with Rep.
Marguerite Quinn.
Milford Township, 12:30 a.m. to

2 p.m. on the second Tuesday of
every month at the Upper Bucks
Senior Citizen Center, 2183
Milford Square Pike, Quakertown.
Nockamixon Township, 9:30

a.m. to noon on the first and third
Wednesday of every month at the
Nockamixon Township Office,
589 Lake Warren Road in Ferndale.
Office hours are held jointly with
Rep. Quinn.
Lehigh County

Borough of Coopersburg, 10
a.m. to 11:15 a.m. on the fourth
Thursday of every other month at
the Coopersburg Senior Center,
538 Thomas Street.
Borough of Emmaus, 10 a.m. to

11 a.m. on the third Tuesday of
every other month at the Ridge
Manor Senior Center, at 333 Ridge
Street.
Borough of East Greenville, 9:30

a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on the first
Thursday of every month at the
Upper Perkiomen Senior Center.
Borough of Pennsburg, 2:30 to 4

p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of
every month at the Open Line, 452
Penn St. 

Borough of Red Hill, 10:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of every month at the
Upper Perkiomen Library, 350
Main St.
Northampton County
Forks Township, 9:30 to 11 a.m.

on the first Tuesday of every month
at the Forks Township Community
Center, 500 Zucksville Road,
Easton. 
Palmer Township, 9:30 to 11

a.m. on the second and fourth
Tuesday of every month at the
Palmer Memorial Library, 1 Weller
Place, Easton.
“I set up these offices for one

purpose – to help people receive

the state services they deserve,”
Senator Mensch said. “That means
helping people on a case-by-case
basis. These satellite offices pro-
vide local residents with easy
access to state services and a way
to cut through bureaucracy and red
tape.” 
Senator Mensch also has four

full-time district offices. The Bucks
County office in Quakertown and
the Lehigh County office are open
weekdays from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
The Montgomery County office

in Lansdale is open Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday. The
Northampton County office is open
Tuesday and Thursday.

Mensch opens part-time satellite offices

New Hope embraces its Colonial history
Double take

Just-graduated George School senior Lydia Spence received a
$1,000 scholarship award from the 18th annual Phillips’ Mill
Photographic Exhibition  she entered the photograph “Gabby” in
the student show. Lydia, who will attend the California College of
Art in San Francisco, started studying photography as a sopho-
more at the George School. She shot “Gabby” using a Holga, an
inexpensive film camera from China used to create double expo-
sures and other special effects. 

As part of its summer series, the
Theatre Arts Center of Doylestown
will present the new musical
“Rumplestilskin: From the Files of
Jack Sprat, Private Detective.”
With a book by Barrymore Award-

nominated actor and director John
O’Hara and a musical score by
Bucks County’s award-winning
composer Cathy Block, this
Rumplestilskin tells a story of the
strange little man who can turn straw

into gold. Audiences will meet pri-
vate detective Jack Spratt and his
secretary Jill as they try to solve The
Case of the Treacherous Troll. Other
familiar characters, like Cinderella
and Sleeping Beauty, enter the plot to

make for a wacky romp that com-
bines a traditional fairy tale with the
1940s noir detective story.
Tickets are $8, and performances

will take place at Sellersville
Theater, North Main Street and West

Temple Avenue, Sellersville, at 11
a.m. and 1 p.m. July 16, and at
Bristol Riverside Theatre, 120
Radcliffe St., Bristol, at 11 a.m. July
17 and 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. July 23.
Visit st94.com or brtstage.org.

Doylestown theater puts new spin on “Rumplestilskin”

Penn Foundation will host its
annual Bucks County Artists in
Recovery Art & Poetry Show and
Sale on Thursday, July 15 and
Friday, July 16 in the agency’s
Grundy Auditorium 

The artwork and poetry, created
by Bucks County residents recov-
ering from mental illness and or
substance use disorders, will be on
display and open to the public from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. both days. There

will be a poetry reading and recep-
tion on Friday beginning at 6 p.m. 
Admission to this event, includ-

ing the reception, is free. Call 215-
257-4760 or visit
PennFoundation.org.

Art and Poetry will be displayed Pennridge senior center looks for chess players 
Pennridge Community Senior Center is putting together a chess

club, and is looking for additional members.
To purchase more chess sets, members are asked to contribute $1 a

day; non-members $2 a day.  
To sign up, call 215-453-7027.
The center is at the juncture of routes 113 and 152 in Silverdale.


